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October 5, 2013 

To the members of the International Joint Commission 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Lake Erie Ecosystem Priority: Scientific 

Findings and Policy Recommendations to Reduce Nutrient Loadings and Harmful Algal Blooms (LEEP 

Report).  The LEEP Report is an important and timely addition to the on-going efforts in the Great 

Lakes—St. Lawrence River Basin to protect and restore ecosystem health.  Ecojustice and Environmental 

Defence particularly welcome the recommendations and road map for meeting specific phosphorus 

reduction objectives.  We believe that your work enables faster progress toward effective 

implementation of bi-national commitments under Annex 4 of the Great Lakes Water Quality Protocol of 

2012. 

Ecojustice is Canada’s leading non-profit organization of lawyers and scientist devoted to protecting the 

environment.  Since 1990, we have helped hundreds of groups, coalitions and communities expose law-

breakers, hold governments accountable and establish powerful legal precedents in defence of our air, 

water, wildlife and natural spaces.  Ecojustice has researched and released various reports, including the 

Great Lakes Sewage Report Card (2006), Green Cities, Great Lakes (2008) and Flushing out the Truth 

(2009).  Most recently, Ecojustice released an updated Great Lakes Sewage Report Card (2013).  

Ecojustice has also made numerous submissions to provincial parliamentary committees regarding 

proposed laws, including the Nutrient Management Act, 2002, Clean Water Act, 2006, Water 

Opportunities and Water Conservation Act, 2010.    

Since 1984, Environmental Defence has been inspiring change by connecting people with environmental 

issues that affect their daily lives in their homes, workplaces and neighbourhoods. We are Canada's 

most effective environmental action organization. We challenge, and inspire change in government, 

business and people to ensure a greener, healthier and prosperous life for all. 

Environmental Defence is educating people about the need for safer, cleaner water—and the steps 

Canada can take to protect its Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River, which hold 20 per cent of the world's 

freshwater. We also work with communities across Canada to ensure our beaches have the best water 

quality in the world, through the Blue Flag program. 

The LEEP Report recognizes that the sources and remedies for the renewed eutrophication threat in 

Lake Erie are different now than in the period leading up to the 1972 Great Lakes Water Quality 

Agreement.  Further, the LEEP report identifies that diffuse sources are contributing most significantly to 

loadings in our waters and suggests that responsibility for reductions should be spread across the 

different sources and addressed by using a variety of tools.  In the past, the relatively simple changes 

that were made, including banning phosphorus in laundry detergents and upgrades to sewage 

treatments plants, that were effective in restoring Lake Erie in the past are no longer sufficient keep 

Lake Erie healthy into the future. 

Ecojustice and Environmental Defence appreciate the recommendations in the LEEP Report and the 

recognition that efforts need to be applied urgently to address the eutrophication threat.  Ecojustice and 
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Environmental Defence fully support the stated objective in the LEEP Report (p.3):  “In three years, we 

will have measurably reduced dissolved reactive phosphorous loads and algae. We will have a better 

understanding of causes and controls and an adequate monitoring system in place.” 

Further, we encourage acceptance and implementation of the LEEP Report findings and 

recommendations.  In particular, we strongly encourage that the provincial and federal governments 

take action to address phosphorus from both agricultural and urban sources.  We believe that multiple 

tools applied to achieve specific targets will be an important mechanism for addressing the renewed 

threat to Lake Erie. 

Ecojustice and Environmental Defence is looking forward to supporting efforts in Ontario to ensure the 

IJC’s identified priority for Lake Erie receives the attention and effort necessary to restore ecosystem 

health. 

Sincerely, 

  

Anastasia M. Lintner, PhD, LLB 

Staff Lawyer & Economist 

Ecojustice 

Nancy Goucher 

Program Manager, Water Programs 

Environmental Defence 

 

 


